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Jones seeks to engage students in chemistry
Some people think of chemistry as
difficult and even dangerous, a field
for which only a very few are inclined.
Myron Jones sees it differently and successfully engages students in this branch
of science.
Jones was born in Winchester, Tenn.,
and obtained his bachelor ’s degree
in chemistry from the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga, his master ’s
also in chemistry from Middle Tennessee
State University and his doctorate in analytical chemistry from the University of
Oklahoma. Today he teaches at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville.
Jones did not think of becoming a
chemist when he went to college to study
engineering. But he met Greg Grant, his
undergraduate professor in chemistry,
and his career path – and life – changed
course.
“He basically watched me progress
through his classes, and one day he came
up to me and asked if I wanted to be a
teaching assistant for him,” Jones said.
“And I didn’t think that I had what it
took to be a teaching assistant but he
encouraged me to do that and I became
a teaching assistant. I helped him during his labs and just got excited about
helping students because I noticed when
I explained things to them they would
have an ‘aha’ moment and I was very
excited about that.”
That experience taught him about the
impact that a good mentor can have
on students. “The way that my mentor
worked with us, he would never give us
a direct answer to questions we had,”
Jones said. “He would always ask us
questions and draw the answer out of us
and so I think when a student comes to
me and asks me a question the first thing
I do is ask them, ‘What have you done
so far?’ and then I will ask them questions to try and find out where they are
on that particular subject. I am trying to
explain to them through that process as
opposed to me just simply telling them
that answer. They can always go look an
answer up in a book.”

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
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Dr. Myron Jones in his lab.
One of the barriers he said he has to
overcome with his students is that most
of them see chemistry as a hard subject.
He said that he works to instill in them
the idea that it is also fun and it is also
practical, an idea he said should begin
in high school chemistry classes. He
said that high school chemistry teachers should approach the subject as more
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than the simple memorization of equations, “but that the equations grow out
of the material,” he said. “And if they
can see how the equations connect to the
material I think it would be more fun for
them.”
He sees chemistry as a science that
helps students to train their minds in
beneficial ways, regardless of what they

later pursue in life.
“Chemistry is a very good subject to
major in for lots of different careers,”
Jones said. “I have friends who were
chemistry majors with me in college.
Some of them are medical doctors. Some
are lawyers. Patent law is a big area that
you can go into if you are a chemistry
major. So I think chemistry is a good,
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The spring schedule includes the following classes that are
offered on Wednesday evenings and begin March 14:
Knit One, Pearl Two Knitting - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Metal Clay Jewelry/Clay Jewelry Making - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m.
Wheel Throwing Clay - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Say Cheese Digital Photography - 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Color Your Watercolor! Watercolor - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Artful Movements Gentle Yoga will be offered from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays beginning March 13 through April 17.
And From Junk to Jewels! Jewelry Making takes place on
Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. beginning March 24 and runs
through April 25.
The fee for each class is $90. Registration is being accepted
online at www.edwardsvilleartscenter.com, by phoning the Arts
Center at 655-0377 or stopping by the EAC to register.
Also, watch the Edwardsville Art Center ’s website for upcoming Paint & Party classes for Adults to be announced in the
future.

Alley cats
Kindergarten through eighth
grade students at Trinity
St. Paul Lutheran School
in Hamel got out of the
classroom and onto the
lanes at SIUE's bowling
alley Thursday to celebrate
National Lutheran Schools
week. Photo by Marci
Winters-McLaughlin.
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Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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Perhaps the longest running antique show in the area, the Friends of
Lovejoy Library at SIUE have conducted the event since 1970 to raise funds
to purchase books and materials for the library.
“For 41 years, the antiques show has provided a great service to our students and the general public that attend.” LIS Director of Development Kyle
Moore said in a news release.
Over the years the antiques show has grown dramatically. Each year
approximately 3,000 attendees take advantage of this event to price their
antiques and shop for rare and unique items. Forty local and national dealers
will be on hand for this year’s show.
The show raises about $40,000 annually for Lovejoy Library.
“Shopping for items from the past helps to inform our future leaders”
antiques show co-chair Carol Nativi said.
Show hours are from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.
There is an early bird entry time from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday. Tickets for
early bird are $10. Otherwise, regular admission prices are $6 for adults;
children under the age of 13 are admitted free.
For show times and directions, visit www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/friends
or contact Kyle Moore at 618-650-2714.
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broad subject area that you can use for
lots of different careers.”
On whether students prefer the basic
or the applied side of chemistry, Jones
has clear-cut opinions. “Students like
applications,” Jones explained. “They
like to see why what they are learning
is important. I think perhaps one of the
hardest things for me to do is to find a
way of teaching through an application.
The content is important, but if you can
find a way to engage them throughout
the applications it is helpful.”
When parents question him about why
their kids should study chemistry, he has
a very straightforward answer. “A good
solid chemistry degree can help you in
any field you want to go into if it is in
the sciences or even outside of the sciences,” he said. “So I think it depends on
the person I am talking to and what their
interest is as to what I can come up with
to tell them.”
Further, he sees good job opportunities for people with a chemistry degree.
“For chemists themselves, chemists can
be involved in medicine, making pharmaceuticals. They can be involved in
teaching. There are lots of different areas
that people can go into.”
Regardless of what his students decide
to do with their careers, while they are
in his class Jones works to keep them
engaged. “I want to have some people
in my laboratory to work on the projects
that I have lined up,” Jones said. “The
details will come out as I work with the
students.”

Giovinco and Tim Simmons, Sheldon Gallery of
Photography, St. Louis, noon to 5:00 p.m., Runs
through May 12.
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“If the community joins in, then our grandchildren will grow up
thinking that recycling is part of life. Not to mention they will not have
to clean up what we messed up.”
The recently enacted State of Illinois Recycling and Reuse Act that
went into effect on Jan. 1 has given Colyott momentum to step up and
lead the community into a new way of thinking when wondering where
to pitch an old or unusable electronic items.
Colyott, dubbed Recycling Mike, will pick up one battery or a sundry
of items with just one call from residents in the community of Holiday
Shores.
“I can pick up any item that uses or used electricity, working or not,
including electronic and electrical parts,” Colyott said. “However, I
will not pick up paint cans of any kind, light bulbs or items that weigh
more than 25 pounds without prior discussion.”
Colyott, a former small business owner now retired, and his wife,
Dee, have been recycling for several years since moving into the community eight years ago.
“Dee pushes me to be more conscientious about it,” Colyott said.
“One thing that has always bothered me is right after Christmas, after
the kids have played with their toys and the batteries go dead, they
would throw the batteries away. I felt so guilty about it. My wife came
up with the idea of putting a container in the garage to put our old
batteries in. You should see how many batteries we have in it just from
this year.
“The truth is people live a life of convenience. It would be nice to be
able to say we have plenty of time to run those dead flashlight batteries up to a recycling center. The truth is we don’t and we won’t. We’ll
throw them in the trash like I did for years. Even if it’s one battery, call
me before it goes into a landfill.”
Colyott said he’s performing the service to benefit the children’s
future.
“Sooner or later what’s in that landfill will be getting into our drinking water,” he said.
The new Illinois law bans 17 specific items from being placed into
landfills including: televisions, electronic keyboards, video game consoles, digital converter boxes, monitors, facsimile machines, electronic
mice, videocassette recorders, printers, scanners, small scale servers,
portable digital music players, cable receivers, satellite receivers, computers (including desktops, laptops, and tablets) and digital video disc
recorders and players.
Recycling Mike asks Holiday Shores residents to call him to pick up
the following household items whether they work or not. He has a list
of area organizations that he makes frequent trips to to drop off items.
He does not make a profit on the donated items.
Items he will pick up include: appliances (small), lamps (without
bulbs), batteries, laptops, cables, light fixtures, cameras with flash,
monitors, cans (clean), motor oil, cell phones, electric motors, circuit
boards, music players, clocks, printers, computers, phones, PC accessories, radios, digital cameras, satellite control boxes, digital devices,
solar equipment, digital recorders, speakers, electric chargers, stereo
equipment, electric cords, televisions, electric tooth brushes, VCRs,
fans, video equipment, flash equipment, watches (battery operated),
generators, wire of all kind and GPS devices.
Colyott scours the Internet and networks in the community to locate
organizations that will accept recycled items. He recently learned of a
business in Bethalto that will accept used motor oil, which they use to
heat their building in the winter. He also discovered Web Innovations
& Technology Services (WITS), an organization headed up by Angela
Haas, a former college student who saw a need to get technology in the
hands of other students.
According to the WITS website, the company is Missouri’s largest
nonprofit reuse and recycling organization with operations in Illinois
and Indiana and satellite support in various states around the U.S. The
organization’s mission is to keep electronics out of the landfills and
get them to those in need and into the community while appropriately
recycling those items that cannot be reused.
The organization diverts more than 6 million pounds of electronics
from the landfill each year.
Colyott said that Haas has been a driving force of getting many recycling laws changed.
He said, “if people are focused on the cause, then recycling will continue long after I am gone.”Recycling Mike Colyott may be reached at
618-381-4443 or via email at talk2meyou@yahoo.com or through his
website http://recyclingmike.yolasite.com.
For specific questions about recycling in Madison County contact
Allied Waste Customer Service 656-6883. To learn more about WITS
visit www.witsinc.org.

